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great quickness of apprehension; but, as it is
said, rarely with much justness of understanding.
His moral character is suspected. He is accused
of not keeping his hands pure from bribery; but
it is not the less true that he is of great service
to internal government. He appeared to me to
be artful, communicative, ironical, subtle, satirical
and crafty; but very proper for business in all
countries.1

Of all the foreign ambassadors, I believe
M. Saftzing, from Sweden, to be the only one
above, or rather not below, mediocrity. I except
the English envoy, who has the character of being
an able man, but whom I have not yet any
proper opportunity of examining. He is open and
complaisant, even to affectation, considering that
his character is English. If we except Alven-
sleben, not one of the remainder deserves the
honour of being mentioned.

The Elector is a man distinct from Princes in
general, yet he appears to partake of the character

i No wonder governments, and consequently nations,
are vicious, when such are supposed, even by men of con-
siderable abilities, to be the proper qualities for governors.tion not very common on the general relations
